Among the questions faced by candidates for the Examination in Knowledge of the Classics (mingjing ) in the year 803 was the following:
, and through him she was introduced as a scholar of the text. Aged eighty, but still "with no defect of hearing or sight," she was provided with "a lecture hall and 28 students who were taught while on the other side of a silk curtain. She was given the title of Lady Who Manifests Culture (xuanwen jun ) and had ten serving girls bestowed on her. The learning of the Offices of Zhou again circulated in the world, and she was called Mother Song." I am grateful to my University of Cambridge colleague and successor Professor Roel Sterckx for this reference.
